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CHAPTEE 1.

Hildebrand.

HILDEBEAND was now Pope; the great contest for the
dominion over the human mind, the strife pope Gregory
between the temporal and spiritual power, ^122,
which had been carried on for some centuries AJ>-1073-
as a desultory and intermitting warfare, was now to be
waged boldly, openly, implacably, to the subjugation of
one or of the other. Sacerdotal, or rather Papal Chris-
tianity, had not yet fulfilled its mission, for, the Papal
control withdrawn, the sacerdotal rule would have lost
its unity, and with its unity its authority must have
dissolved away. Without the clergy, not working here
and there with irregular and uncombined excitement on
the religious feelings of man, awakening in one quarter
a vigorous enthusiasm, while in other parts of Europe
men were left to fall back into some new Christian
heathenism, or into an inert habitual Christianity of
form; without the whole order labouring on a fixed and
determined system, through creeds sanctified by ancient
reverence, and a ceremonial guarded by rigid usage:
without this vast uniform, hierarchical influence, where,
in those ages of anarchy and ignorance, of brute force
and dormant intelligence, had been Christianity itself?
And looking only to its temporal condition, what had
the world been without Christianity ?
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